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by the names Aga, Aqa, and Mogol (words signifying
lord or master) , it is requisite to ask, in order to ascertain to
what tribe a person belongs,
It appears that the word Mirxa was originally Meerxa,
(i. e. born of a Meer), the name having been adopted from
the circumstance of the mother being a Syed (the males of
which class obtain the name of Meer), and the father a
Mogol; but that in the course of time it has been con-
tracted into Mirza.
If the son of a Putfhan, the word Khan invariably oc-
curs at the end of his name; thus Buhadoor Khan, Mudar
Khan, Hosein Khan.
We, however, frequently find Sheikhs and Syeds with
the word Khan attached to their names; thus Golam
Ahmud Khan, Meer Allee Nuqee Khan, Buhadoor Beg
Khan ; but in these cases it is bestowed upon them by
their masters as an honorary title.
To the above rale the following are exceptions; viz.
Should the father be a Sheikh and the mother a Syed)
the word Shurreef is usually added to the beginning or
end of the child^s name, e. g. Jaffur Shurreef or Shurreef
Jaffur. This appellation it is customary, with some
people, to add to the names of all the members of the
family; as Jaffur Shurreef, the son of Allee Shurreef, the
son of Shurreef Hummeed, the son of Moostuffa Shurreef,
In most places, however, when the mother is a Syedanee
V
and the father a Sheikh, they leave out the word Shurreef,
name themselves Sheikh Nasir, or Sheik Mohummud, and
call themselves of the Sheikh caste. In other countries,
again, they add the word Khoaja to such a one's name, as
Khoaja Buha-ood Deen, Khoaja Nusur Oollah,
When the father is a Mogol and the mother a Syedanee,
their offspring get the name of Khoaja-xaday (i. e. of the